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P.O. Box 27. 
Heathcote Vic. 

22nd August 1976. 

Mines Dept. Melbourne, 

-...------ -- - -

As a request from ~Ir Richard Groggan, I am writing what I know and what I 
was told by my father, Victor J. Hird, who spent his entire life working in mines 
at Redcastle, Costerfield, Mt. Wills and Bendigo. He also related the knowledge 
of his father, who was a miner in the Mclvor and Redcastle fields in the 1850's 
and 1860's, Bendigo and Lambing Flat (now Young, NSWJ. 

This brochure and report will be on the Redcastle field , which was once named 
Balmoral. 

Firstly I will write on main lodes and the deepest worked. 

Firstly the "Niagra" or "Clarke" or "Redcastle No.1" just behind Redcastle 
township, worked to near 400 ft. It went as high as 42 oz per ton, the values left 
in bottom of last stop (was) 14 dwt per ton. There was a small reef cutting back 
in foot-wall would go several ounces per ton - was not worked as management 
did not know about it. 

Redcastle No.2 or Hit and Miss was worked to about 150 ft. Reef very broken 
but was very rich - over 20 oz per ton. New shaft sunk to 250 ft. They struck wall 
in cross-cut at 200 ft, also they struck wall in bottom of shaft - reef as thin as a 
knife blade. 
The shaft in my opinion was sunk about 200 feet too far south, the reef and shoot 
of gold would go north as all shoots of gold and antimony go north in Redcastle 
and district. 
T11is would be a good bet for anyone with a diamond drill; reef near surface very 
rich, also very broken. 

Lora Mine - about one mile north '>'•as worked to 200 feet, reef left in level at 
200 ft., 1 foot wide, 18 dwts per ton, a good reef of antimony ore, hanging wall 3 
inches wide, about 50% ore - a long shoot about 1,000 feet . 

Also in the same shaft the Tommy Dodd or Balmoral reef is dipping east and 
the Lora reef is dipping west, both running north and south and were 5 feet 
apart in bottom of shaft. The Tommy Dodd reef is a bit over 1 foot thick and is 
about 60% anyimony. This mine has a very good potential. 

Mary-Ann about 150 feet east of Lora worked to 250 feet was in my father's 
opinion, the best mine in Redcastle, reef left in bottom of winze, good reef of 
antimon}· and gold and a very good size lode. 
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June 1863 . 

Caledonian Quartz Mining Co. 

Western Reef No 5. 224 oz 15dwts 39 tons. 

£6 per ton for Antimony Costerfield. 

Youle Coster Field and Co - 152 tons, 303 ozs 3 dwts. 

" " II II " - 11 da.}'S 110 ozs gold. 

30 Costerfield 200 ozs. 

9 day yield 84 ozs Bombay. 

Welcome Reef Redcastle 20 ton for 50 ozs. 

Hit and Miss Redcastle, 12 ozs per ton. 

Potter and Green Phoenix, 11 tons 22 ozs. 

Butler's reef, 180 ozs a few tons stone. 

Coster and Field, 120 tons 239 ozs 14 dwts. 

Welcome Reef, 11/2 ozs per ton 

25 tons Costerfield 120ozs. 

Caledonian Gully, 203 ozs gold. 

100 tons Costerfield, 99 ozs 2 dwts. 

Coster and Field 100 tons 235 ozs. 

Phoenix, 16 tons 5 ozs. 

Hit and Miss Redcastle, 14 tons 130 ozs. 

Welcome 12 tons 137 ozs. 

" Staffordshire Flat 33 tons 125 ozs. 

9 tons 13 ozs 13 dwts Curly Dog. 

Hit and Miss Redcastle, 19 tons 152 ozs . 
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Retaken up in 1863. Worked in the 1850's. 

Th11nderbolt worked to 175 feet, 25 feet into water. 

Values loz to 12 ozs per ton 30 foc.t shoot. 

10 tons Clarks Redcastle 10 tons 150 ozs. 

1 oz per ton from sand at Costerfield. 

Nugget of gold 8 ozs 10 dwts top of Long Gully. 

1873 January Redcastle 

Tice 4 tons 1oz10 dwts. 

Magnus and Co. 16 tons 38 ozs 8 dwts. 

Johnson 8 tons 9 ozs 18 dwts . 

Tussich 2 tons 17 ozs 6 dw·ts. 

Harrison and Co. 8 tons 18 ozs 13 dwts. 

Gardiner 9 tons 17 ozs. 
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T1 whom it may concern 

To the mines Dept "Ben~igo". 

- ----·--

9 - 12 - 1974 

P.O. Box 27 

Heathcote 

To start with your set of plans, there is several mistakes, one of the most 

prominent being Williams cross-course and the Argyle Reef running 

parallel. They are at nearly right angles. 

Also the names of most of the lodes or reefs have different names on the 

plans to the local names by the old miners who are all dead. 

But I will write this up my own way and I hope you will give and take a 

little as I left school at 13 years of age and went underground to work. 

Firstly I will start in the One Eye Forest or North Heathcote, going to 

the north of the Fault split. There is Woolley Reef, it was worked to 

water level, 6 and 7 ozs to the ton. The Woolleys left this mine, they got 

the wind up as the gro11nd became bad and water and bad rotten ground 

don't go together ifthe miners don't know their jobs. 

In the One Eye Forest there are several reefs including White Reef but 

I don't know their values . 
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C1·avens Reef or the Homelands, it was up to 8ft wide going 8 dwts to 

1/2 oz per ton. The gold was mostly on the one wall and being rough gold a 

lot of it was stolen, but what closed this mine: a man by the name of 

Parkinson was blown up, he drilled into a charge that did not go oft'. The 

plant was sold to pay compensation to the widow. 

The Cravens Reef or Homelands is in a belt of Granodiorite rock which 

has working on this belt as far south as Tooborac. Example: 

Surface Hill worked 8 dwts per ton , Victoria Hill 1 oz per ton. It w?.s 

too hard for hand labour and was left. Near Peters Gully worked and was 

dished going up to 14 dwts to the dish, just in front of R. Curry's house. 

Again about 8 miles south at the Sugarloaf Hill 3 claims worked 2 to 3 

ozs per ton. 

Also this granodiorite belt is on the foot wall side of the big fault, also the 

shoots of gold go north. 

There is then a big belt of soapstone or serpentine; then a fair belt of 

Gosan rock, it was worked in a few places, only one place being payable to 

water, Hawwood lode north of Red Hill. 
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I will write a little of Red Hill. Mostly indicators, these being a division of 

two rocks, slate burnt by volcanic heat and sandstone or granite. 

Different lodes or flat belts worked. These reports were taken out of 

Vonderlufts Battery reports each fortnight. 

Smith & Co. Ballroom 7 foot wide 30 oz per ton. 

Each 110 ton parcel of stone yielded 300 oz till a wall cut the load about 10 

ft from the surface. One stone about the size of a wheel barrow yielding 

250 ozs. 

Also 57 ozs of stone yielded 46 112 ozs gold. 

Whip Shaft Manton & Speed 5 & 6 ozs to ton. 

We won 40 ozs of gold out of a few dishes back in 1952. 

Also 10 tons of stone yielded at Golden Square State Battery 10 oz 12 

dwts. Water level was there and we were baling with a bucket and 

windlass, so we left it. 

Christies Mine, another indicato1 - best yield. 250 ozs out of 1/2 bucket of 

stone. Worked to 75 ft. 

I cleaned this mine out in 1938 but done no work as all I could find was 

about 1/4 dwt to the dish. 

Miller's Lode or Goats Mouth. Crosses I,ong Tunnel. 300 tons, 3 dwts 

per ton. Then picked out 2400 ozs all around 9 and 10 oz specs. 
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In short shoot going from the card room, about 40 ft to 96 ft deep. They 

left this miue as 2 of them had miners thises (pthysis) bad. 

The other one Ted worked the Chinamans mine also South Red Hill 

with Bill Elms. It went 4 dwts to each 4 gal bucket, about 4 ft of flat floors. 

Gold cut out, we sunk 50 ft shaft, cut the lode but the best we could get 

was about 3 grains per dish, so we left it. 

Robinson & O'Neils, Vonderlufts reports. 

Cross-course right on top of Red Hill went each fortnight - all crushings 6 

& 7 ozs per ton. The best report was 1602 ozs from a few tons. New shaft 

180 ft on top of hill still open was sunk by a few locals in a syndicate. 

Struck load only 4 inches wide, 1 oz per ton. Should have driven north 

about 50 feet. 

Hermit or Try Again. We worked this mine in 1936 and 1937, going 

about 3 grains to 1 oz per dish, nearly all pug and fine crushed quartz. 

Lost gold or it went poor at 65 ft. About 114 dwt per dish. 

Big Cutting - crushed the lot of fines. Picked out coarse l11mps of mullock, 

went 5 dwts per ton, about 100 ft wide, near the cross slide it would only 

go down to depth in belts 2 and 3 ft wide. 6000 tons only averaged 17 

grains to the ton. 
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Example Knurch's, ·norked to 35 ft. Best recovered was 20 ozs, most of 

the rest about 8 dwts to the ton for about 35 ft of work. 

Tomato Kings worked to 10 ft, yielded 15 oz. from the dish. A dish of flat 

floors would yeild up to 2 oz. each. 

Calwells. Worked down only a few feet. Yeilded a few oz. 

There are dozens of sets of floors worked down about 30 ft to 40 ft and left. 

The gold seems to disappear for a few feet and then it puts i11 again. south. 

So much for Red Hill. Most of the gold on the hill is C'>arse, a few penny 

weights to several ozs in eaci1 - color or spec or small nugget. 

Surface gold or alluvial, the nuggets were 104 ozs, 96 ozs, 92 ozs, 70 ozs 

and several smaller ones. 

Black Jack Gully yielded 600 ozs of alluvial gold by 10 o'clock in the 

morning. It was sluiced by Hedley. 

Now the main lodes. 

The best worked was the Butlers. It worked to 860 ft. Yield 800 oz was 

the best fortnight worked for several years. Reef 6 in-ehes to 1 ft width, 

about 16 ozs per ton, except around 200 ft it went poor for a while. It 

would not be any good now, cost would be too much to start it. 

The second one down from the Butlers is the Alabama, worked to 500 

feet. The reef was about 1 ft wide and about 12 to 16 ozs per ton. It went 

wide near 500 ft and also the values were poor. 

• 

• 

• 



-

• 

• 

• 

6 

Lo'lg Gully cross course worked between 350 and 400 ft. 

Shoot at surface about 500 ft long, the best being 1000 oz from one ton at 150 ft. 

Mostly went 3 to 4 oz per ton, but at the bottom, the shoot was only 11 ft long 

going 1 oz 5 <!wt per ton. 

Told to me by old man Mcintosh father of Fred and Bob. 

Norris or Cosmopolitan cross course not reef. 

Worked a little over 200 ft went 5 to 6 oz. I don't know (what is left in this mine). 

They lost gold. 

Williams cross course length of shoot 250 to 300 ft. Left in bottom at 250 ft 8 

oz per ton from end to end. Shoot "1" 30 oz per ton. Shoot "2" 18 oz per ton. Shoot 

"3" 14 oz per ton. Shoot "4" 10 oz per ton. The rest of the stone or reef goes 18 

dwt, but the average is 8 oz per ton. This mine is now only a water hole. Shaft is 

260 ft. The plat is 245 ft and the lode is 16 inches wide. Underhand stoped either 

7 ft or 11 ft. Width of lode 2 to 3 ft. Sixty three men worked this mine at one time 

(in) 3 shifts. The yeilds from 8 head of stamps was 1800 oz to 2000 oz per 

fortnight. All wor.k was done by hand labour. The best patches in lode one cibble' 

386 oz about 112 ton 7 sugar bags 375 oz. Biggest piece of gold from workings 75 

oz. Numerous 12 oz specs were won from the lode while it worked. 

1 kibble • about 70 shovelful 
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Peters Gully Reef 

At surface 30 ft wide, went 1 oz per ton, worked to 218 ft. Shaft collapsed, so 

men sunk new shaft about 500 ft south. Struck lode at 200 ft, drove north but 

were 18 ft shallow. Left mine. It w&s started about 1937, worked very short time. 

It only went about 8 dwt to the ton but they were al)Ove the shoot of gold. 

This Reef is only part of the big rhain fault as it is the mother lode of all the 

other hanging wall lodes which shot up off this main fault. Thii, is one mine 

which would be worth working in Heathcote if it was worked the right way. It 

would have to be worked at depth as it is very rotten ground at 200 ft. There is 

also a very much smaller lode in shaft at around 180 ft. 

South of shaft "main" there is an open cutting worked to 90 ft was paying well 

'til Mines Dept. Inspector 1:1topped work; he said it was dangerous. Men were 

'naking £5 per day each. 

I am writing up the main cross course reefs and faults worked 200 ft or deeper 

as these were the best as they worked the deepest 'til water beat them. 
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Scandinavian Reef it is a cross course. It is also marked wrongly on the 

Mines Dept. map. It \Vas worked to 200 ft, went 11 dwts p r ton and values were 

left in the mine, it is not far from Williams cross course. All reports in 

Vanderlufs diary were around 11 dwt. Also there would be good patches as 

Heathcote is renowned for its patches. 

Duke of Edinborough, "Burrells", best 26 oz per ton worked to 200 ft. Mine 

collapsed when miners were at dinner. Left barrel of beer and values at the 

bottom of 11 dwts per ton. New shaft sunk to 180 ft struck old workings and 

miners left it. Company closed the mine. Timber with time it was eaten out by 

white ants before shaft was completed (?) . 

Near British Queen there is the Th••nder Bolt . The name marked on plans is 
• 

Thompsons. 

Worked to about 175 ft. Mine went around 10 oz per ton. Reef split and values 

went poor. Gold would be in reef to the south east. Reef about 1 ft wide. 

Also in Poss••m Gully not far from these mines was German Charlie's -

worked to water. Reef was going 4 to 5 oz but reef was only about ,~ .. to 6" wide. 

Named in Mines Dept. as Shakespeare Reef. It is a (?) reef runs with the strata 

of the country. 
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Also not marked in plan. 

No Flys mine or reef right over the crown of Little Possum Gully mine. 

Worked to 200 ft, 112 oz to ton, 10 ft wide, went to 20 ft wide. Values slipped to 5 

dwt. Shoot of gold very flat pitch. All lodes well away from the fault line have 

very flat pitch of gold in these reefs. Some would only gain about 40 ft depth to 

100 ft length of lode, and some less than this. 

Rosy Gully reef. Very good reef - rose quartz worked well into water. One patch 

600 oz left by the old miners. New Syndicate worked new shaft in Rosy Gully. 

Struck gold. Miners picked out 17 oz of gold when they knocked down the reef 

and crushing only yielded 17 112 oz so Syndicate left mine. Reef very hard, also 

flat pitch. Same reef in Little Rosy Gully was also worked to water. Best patch 

200 oz. Also flat shoot. (we cleaned out Rosy 3 years ago). 

We cleaned out Rosey Reef - nothing left there. 

Spaniards reef. Very black in appearnce - mostly manganese a.nd quartz. Went 

5 to 9 oz per ton. Very flat pitch. Gold had gone poor. "Sampled mine myself. 

Nothing in face". Reef only about 18" wide. Not worth a damn in my opinion. 

Gold would be there in the south. 
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Victoria reef , Morning Star marked on map. I kl1ow very little of these but 

could look up reports of Mclnnes but haven't the time just at present. 

Chivillers (?) and Lawson(?) in Big Poss11m Gully not marked on map. Went 

5 to 6 oz per ton. Also Bradleyss 2 to 3 oz. Paddy O'Rourke's 1 oz per ton. 

None of these lodes are marked in the Mines Dept. map . 

Reports in Vanderlufs Battery reports of these mines. 

North Butler's near Kyneton Rd. went 14 dwt per ton. Worked into water level. 

Stopped by Mines Dept. Shaft too small. 

Argyle Reef worked by compan · to 150 ft. Went from 30 oz down to 3 oz per 

ton. New shaft sunk by Hedleys 210 fl; crosscut 40 ft cut lode. Lode very rotten 

and poor only went 8 to 11 dwts. Dewater by new company in 1934. Values 8 112 

dwts. reef only about 1 ft wide. No good at all, but it could be at depth when 

ground became solid. At the bottom of a 40 ft winze value2 had improved up to 

about 3 oz per ton. 

No'\\· on to M1•ndy Gully about 5 miles south of Heathcote. 
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M11ndy Gully Reef. Worked 1800 ft long of shoot. 300 ft of this shoot is 2 ft to 3 

ft wide going 2 to 3 oz. The other (1500) ft would go (18 dwts per ton). 

Mine worked to 260 ft. Stoped out. Mines Dept. wanted 4 compartment shaft. 

Company closed mine as shoot would be away south. New shaft would then have 

to be sunk. Shoot a flat pitcher. 300 ft in over 1/4 mile of distance. 

Now this mine in my opinion would be a p.1tospect or could be alright to work. 

There is also another lode south known ,as Hagan's. Was a several oz show. 

Worked to water. These lodes are south of your extremity of your plans. 

There are dozens of lodes worked not shown on the plans. Most of them had 

several shoots of gold and most were not worked much over 40 ft in depth. 
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To conclude this write up of the Heathcote mines. 

There are 4 lodes worked in Heathcote which in my opinion would be worth 

working as propositions. 

Firstly Williams (not in my opinion now) 8 ozs per ton over length of 300 ft 2 ft to 3 ft 

wide, with pumps what they are today water would be no problem. Only worked 

to 250 ft. (could not be worked now). 

Second, Mundy Gully must be alright. Only 260 ft deep with shoot of 300 ft 2 ft 

to 3 ft wide. Could not fail with the right company. 

Third, HomeJands - several feet wide, 112 oz per ton. Only worked to 200 ft . 

Fairly long shoot. 

Fourth, Peters Gully, 218 ft, 40 ft wide, 1 oz per ton. How could it not (?) fail if 

shaft was sunk to 300 ft to 400 ft and stoped out"? This mine where ground was 

solid. 

If you require further information I would and could write up about several other 

lodes. Also I could mark reefs not marked on plans. 

Hoping this can help you, 

Yours Faithfully, 

R. N. Hird, "Bob" 
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P.O. Box27. 
Heathcot.e Vic. 

22nd August 1976. 

Mines Dept. Mtlboume, 

M a request from Mr Richard ·Grown, I am writing whal I kno\v ond wh.ot I 
was told by my rather, VictorJ. Hird. who spent hls entire life workinc in min.es 
at Redcastle, Cooltrfield, Mt. Willa and S.ndigt>. Ha a!Jo related lhe knowledce 
o( hla Cather. who wu a miner in the Mchror and Rcd:astle field.a in tht 1850's 
and J860's, S.ndlp and Lambi"i Platenow Youns. NSW1. 

This brochure and report will be on tho Redc.astle field, which wa1 once no.med 
Balmoral. 

Flrtt.ly I will write on main lodes a.nd the deepest worktd. 

Firstly the •Niagra• or ' Clarke' or ' Reclcastle No.I' ju•t behind R.dcastle 
township, worked to near 400 ft. 1.t went as high a1 42 oz per ton, the vo1ue:s left 
ln bottom of last atop (was) 14 dwt per toi.. There WU 8 smaJJ"rcef cutting back 
in (OOt·wall would go several ounces pe-r ton 4 wu not worlted as management 
did not know about it. 

Redeutle No.2 or Hit and llllss wu worked lo about 150 IL Reef very broken 
but was very rich .. oveT 20 Oz per ton. New ab~ aunk to 2SO ft.. They 1truck wall 
ln crosa .. cut at 200 n., al$o they 1truck wall in bottom of shaft · reer a.s thin as a. 
knife blade. 
The shat< in my opinion was sunk about 200 feet too far 50uth, the-rand shoot 
or gold would JO north u all sbooU or pili and •n-y :o north in ~tie 
and distrieL 
T'llis would be a pod bet for anyone with a diamond dnll; reef near 1ur(aQe: very 
rich, als9 very broken. · · 

Lora t\1ine 4 about one mile north was worked to 200 fee~ , ·reef ltft in level at 
200 It.. 1 r- w\d .. 18 dw1a pu ton, • SoOd ..... r or anlimoay ore, hanlinc wall 3 
lnchu wide, about iw. ora - a loni ahoot about 1,000 r..~ 

Also in the a.me than. the Tommy Dodd or Babnorol recr is dipping east and 
the Lora r~ef it dipping west., both running· north and south And were 5 feet 
apart In bottom or than. The Tommy Dodd reef lt a bit over 1 Coot thick and is 
about 60'.6 any!mony. '!'nil mine bas a very good potential. 

Mary·Ann about 150 feet eaat of Lora worked to 2.50 fttt was in my r .. het's 
opinion, tbe beat mine in Redcastle, Nef Jen. in bottom of winu, good ree( of 
antimony and gold und a very good l'ize lode. 
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June 1863. 

Caledonian Quartz Miollig Co. 

Western Reef No 5. 224 oz 15dwts 39 tons. 

£6 per t;in for Antimony Costerfield . . 

Youle Coater Field and Co· 152 ton.s,-303 011 3 dwts. 

• 
0 

• • 11 cb.ys 110 OU Cold. 

30 Costcrfield 200 ou. 

9 day yield 84 ozs Bombay. 

:Welcome Ree! Red<astle 20 ton for 50 ou. 

mt o.nd Miss Redcastle, 12 ou per ton. 

Potter and Green Pboonix, 11 tons 22 ou. 

Butler'• ...,er, 180 ozs a few tons stone .. 

Coiitcr and Field, 120 Iona 239 ozs 14 dwta. 

Welcome R~f. 1112 oza per ton 

25 tom Costerfield 120ou. 

Caledonlan Gully, 203 ou gold. · 

100 tona Costerfield',.99 ou 2 dwts. 

Coster and Field 100 tooa 235 ozs. 

Phoenix, 18 tons 5 ozs. 

Hit and Miss Redeastlt, 14 toDS 130 ou. 

Welcome 12 tons 137 oza. 

• Staffordshire Fl~t 3S tons 125 on . 

9 tona 13 ozs 13 dwts Curly Dog. 

Bit and &liss Red=tle, 19 Iona 152 ou. 
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Retaken up in 1863. Worked in the 1860's. 

Thunderbolt worked to 175 feet, 26 feet into water. 

Values lo& to 12 ots per ton 30 foot .•hoot. 

10 tolll! Clarks lledcastle 10 tona 150 ozs. 

1 oz per ton from sand at Costerfield. 

Nugget of 10ld 8 oz.s 10 dwta top ofLOrig Gully. 

1873 January ·RedcasUe 

Tice·4 tons l oz.10 dwts: 

Magnus and Co; 16 tons 38 ou s·dwts: 
Johnaon 8 tons 9 ou 18 dwts. 

Tussioh 2 tons·17.ozs 6 dwts. 

Harrison °'nd Co.'.s to~ 18 6 .. l~ dWts . 

Garcuncr 9 to~ 17:0 ... · . . 
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T\i whom it may concern 

To the mines Dept 'Ben".igo'. 

1 

9-12·1974 

P.O. Box27 

Hut.bcote 

To atart with ·your set of plans, there is several mdlakes; one of the mo~t 
promlneiit bcing Williams~ and the Argyle Reef numing 

parallel. They are at nearly right angles. 

AIM> the names of moat cf the lodes or reefs have different names on the 

plana to the local narnu by the old miners who are all dead. 

But I will write tbil up my own way and l hope you will give a.od take a 

Jiltlo aa I left school at 13 yean of age.•and went underground to work. . . ' . 
Fitatly I will ata,t in the:One Eye Forest or North Hcat}tcotc, 1roing to 

the north of tho Fault splil There Js Woolley Reet, it was worked to 

water level, 6 and 7 ozs to the ton. The Woolleya lefl this mine, they got 

the wind up as the ground became bad and water and ba~ rotten ground 

don't go together if the miners don't know their jobs. 

In the One Eye Forest there are eeveral nefa including White Reef but 

I don't Im"'!' their values. 

.. "'' ' . 

~: ·~: .. 

.. 

-- , ... ·~ . 

! 
l 
I 

i 
I 
1 • 
! 
i 
! 

' I 
i 
l . 

l 
i 
I 
·; ,. 
I 
' ... 
!~ . 
J ·' ' .. 
:·· 

i 
' 
I 

!. . . 
. i. 
I 
I 
r 

' I 
; . 
I. 

I 

I • 
! 

. 

< 

.... 

'i 
. ~ 
•.' 

.•, I 

. I 

- . . . ~i · 
. ,• .~~ ... ~t 

........... t . . . . 
1 

: 1 ." .. .·.q 
i 

-· ·-.1 

. - 1 . ; 

' . 
... . . . ~ 

" . ; 
' ·l 

1 

' .. 
' 

.. 
! 

- . 
. - : .~. 

·: ···-:r~ 



---------.-------'-~ - ---·- --·-----...,. 

. ' 
" 

I 

I_ ..... ~ ... ... ._ .. .. 

' 
' .. 

2 

Cn1vens Beet or the Homelan~. it was up to 81\ wide going 8 dwts to 

1.12 oz per ton. The gold was moatly on the one wall and being rough gold n 

lot of it was stolen, but whnt cloaed this mine: a man ·by tho nnme of 

ParkiMOn was blown up, be drilled into a char&• that did not go ofi. The 

plant was sold to p1.7 compensation to the widow. 

Tho Cravellil Reef or Homelands ls In a belt of Granodiorite rock which 

hna working on thl1 bolt•• far south as Tool>Qrac. Exam pl!: . 

Surface Hill worked 8 dwt.s per ton , Victoria lil.U 1 oz per ton. It wr.s 

too hanl for hand labour and was Id\. Near Petere Golly worked and was 

dished going up to 14 dwt.s to the cliah, just in front ofR, Curry'• house. · 

Allain about 8 miles south at. the Sugarloaf Hill S claims workod 2 to 3 
OU per ton. . 

Also thia gran.odiorite belt is on the foot wall sldo of the big fault, alao ~· 

ahoots of gold. go north. 

Thor• is then a big belt of sou pa tone or serpentine; then . a fair belt of 

Golan rock, i t wu workad·in a few plaeea, only 011& place being pQyt.ble to 

water, Hawwood lode north of Rod Hill. .. 
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I will writ.. a litUe or Red Hill. Mostly indicators, these being a division of 

two rocks, slale burnt by volcanic heat and sandalone or granite. 

Dllferent lodes or flot belts worked. These reports were takon out 0£ 

VonderluftS Battery reports each fortnight. 

Sm.itb & Co. Ballroom 7 foot wide 30 °' per ton. 

Each 110 ton parcel or stone yielded 300 oz tili q 'wall cut the Jood about 10 

a Crom the surface: One stone about the.size of o wheel barrow yielding 

250011. 

Also 67 oz.a of stone yielded 46 l/2 ou gold. .. 

Whip Shaft Manton & Speed G & 6 ozs to ton. . ·. 
We woo 40 ozs of gold .out of a few di&hes bac)t in 1~2. 

Alao 10 tons or atone yielded at Golden Square State Battery 10 oz ~ 

dwta. Water level was there and we were belinf with a bucket and 

windlass, so we left. it . • · . . ·. 
Christies Mine, another indicator - besr•yield. 250 ozs out or 112 bucket of 

ltone. Worked to 75 I\. 

I cleaned this mine out in 1938 but done l)O wllrk as all I could llnd was 

about 114 dwl to the dish. 

Miller's Lode or Goats Mouth . Croeses Long Tunnel. 300 tons, 3 dwts 

per ton. Then picked out 2400 ou all around 9 and 10 oz specs. 
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In 1hort !hoot goi"i &om the card room, about 40 ft to 96 ft deep. They 

Jeti this mine as 2 of them had minors th.ises (ptbyw'.a) bad. 

The other'one Ted worked the Chlnamans mine also South Red Hill 

with Bill Elma. It went 4 d;,i. to each 4 gai bucket, about 4 ft oftlat Doors. 

Gold cut out, we aunk 50 ft shall, cut the· lode but the best we could get 

waa about 3 grai111 per di,sh, so we left it. 

nObinsob & 0 1NeU1, Vonderluftncports. 

Cross-course right 011 top of.Red Bill went each fortnight • all cnuhings 6 

& 7 ors per ton. The best report waa 1602 oza &om a few' tona. New shaft 

180 ft on top of hill still open waa sun!< by a few locals ip ·a syndicate . . 
, .. -~ : . . . ·. . 

Struck load only 4 inches wi~e, 1 oz per ton. Should have driven north · 

about 60 feet. 

H ermit or Try Again. We worked this ·mine in 1936 and 1937, gomg· 

about 3 grains to l oz per dish, nearly all' pug and fiae crushed quartz. 

Lott gold o~ it went poor at 6S a. About l/4 dwt per dish. 

B~ Catting · cruthed the lot of6nu. Picl<e(i out coane lumps ofmullock, 

went 6 dwta per to11, about 100 ft wide, near the cross slide it would only 

go down to depth in belts .2 and. 8 ft wide. 6000 tons only averaged 17 

grai111 to the ton. 
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Examplo Knu rcb's, 'Norked to 35 ft. Best rceovered was 20 oza, most of 

the rcat about 8 dwts to tb.e Ion for about 35 ft of work . 

Tomato l<ings worked to l 0 f\, yielded 15 o•. from the dish. A dish of Oat . 

Doon would yeili! up t.o 2 oz. each. 

Calwel.b. Worked down only a row feet. Yeilded a few oz .. 

There aro dozens of sel$ ofOoors worked down about so ft tO 40 ft and left. : . . . . 
. The ~Id seoms to disappear fo~; few f~t and then it puts in again .. 1outh. 

So much for Red HiJl. Moet of the gold on the hill is mane, a Je,. penny 

weigbte to aeveral ozs in eacli • mlor or spec or amall nugget. 

· Surface gold or allu~~,.the nut.l'ota._wer~ i04 ou, 96 ozs, 92 ozs, 70 ozs . 

. and aevcrol smaller Ones. · • · 
Black J ack GunY' yielded 600 ozs of alluvial gold by 10 o'clock in the 

. ' 
morning. It was sluiced by Hedley. 

·Now the main lodes . . 

The best worked was tho Butlers. It .worked to 860 ft. Yield 800 oz wss . . 

the be•t fortnight worked for several years. Reef 6 inches to 1 ft width, 

about 16 ou per ton, elta!pt around 200 ft it went poor_ for a while. It 

would not be any good now, m1t would be t.oo much to stait it. 

The second one down from ~he Butlcf'!l is the Alabama., worked to 500 

feet . i.·ho ~f was about 1 ft wido and about 12 t.o 16 ozs per ton. It went 

wide near 500 ft and also the values were poor. 
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Lo:\g Gully croa1 coone 11'0rl<ed between 350 and 400 ft. 

Shoot at surface about 500 fl; long, the bost being 1000 oz from one ton ot 150 fl. 

Mootly went 3 to 4 O• per ton, but al the bottom, the 1h0ot was only 11 fl long 

going 1o•5 <!wt por ton. 

Told to me by old man M~ father of Fnid and Bob. 

Norris or CoJJmopolltan cro.11 c:oune not reel. 

Worked a little over 200 fl went 5 to 6 Ot. I don't know (what is Jell; in thi1 mine). 

They loot gold. 

Williams cro11 cour'H length of shoot 2a0 to 300 fl. I.oft in'liottom at 250 fl; 8 

oi por lon'from end to ~nd. Shoot ·r 30 Ol per ton. Sbool "2" 18 .. per to~. Shoot 
0 3" 14 oz per ton. Shoot •4• 10 oi por loo. The rest ol lb stone or rMl' eoes 18 

dwt, but the anrar• la 8 os por ton. This mine is now only a water hole. Shaft is 

260 fl. The plat lli 246 fl; and the lode is 16 inchea wido. Underhand stopod'either 

7flor11 fl;, Wiiltb of lode 2 to 3 n. Sixty three men worked this mine •I onetime 

(in) 3 •J:>ifts· The )'Wild.a from 8 head ol 1tampa wu 1800 oz to 2000 oz; per 

fort:ru,hl. All wodr. was done by hand labour. The bat paid> .. in lode one cibblo' 

386 oz about 112 ton 7 sugar ha8s 375 oi. Bi~t piooa or gold from worklni• 75 

021. Numerous 1-2 o:t apeca wei-e Won from the lode whilo it. wo~ked. 

I ldbble • II.bout 70 lhoYClftrl 
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Peten Golly Reef 

At 1urfa<:e 30 I\ widt, went 1 oz per ton, worlted to 218 I\. Shon collapsed, so 

men sunk new shaft about 500 I\ aouth. St.ruck lodt at 200 It, drove north but 

were 18 n •hallow. Lei\ mine. It wu started about 1937, worked '"''Y thort n_m.. 
It only went about 8 dwt to the ton but they wen. &bove lhe •boot of gold. 

Thia l!Mf is only po.rt Qf the bif 111ain fault aa it ii the mother lode of all t.be 

other banging wall 1odea which thot up off thl. main fnul~.' Thi• la one min.• 

· which would be worth working in Heathcote Wit wu worked tbe risht way. It 

would have to be worted at d<pt.b u It b '"efY rotten cround at 200 fl There is 

a!Jo • '-..Y. much amaller lode in 1hal\ at around 180 n. 
South of aha!\ 'm&in'.thtre ia an open cuttiilg worked to 90 ti wu pll)'ing,well 

'til Minu Dept. lnapector otopP4<1 work; hO ~aid it was d~ua. · Men were 

.....idng £5 per d'1 tacb. . .. · 
I am writing up I.be main """"' COUrH reers· and faulta war.lid 200 I\ or deep@!' 

at these wore I.be be.at .. they worked th~ ~eepest 'til waur l>Oat them. 
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Scandinavian Reef it is a ..- courH. It is alao marbd wronclY on the 

•Uooo Dept. map. It wu worlr.ed to 200 II, ""'"t 11 dwts par ton and valuu w•tt 

left in the mine, it ii not far from Willlams a"ON course. All t'eports in 

Vanderlufs diafy were a.round 11 dwL. Al.so there would be good patches a.i 

Heatboot< is 'tenownocl !or its patch•. 

Duke of Edinbo<OUP, "Bmnn.', best 26 oi ptr ton worbd, to 200 ft.. Mine 

collapsed wben miners were at dinner. Left barrel of bur and vo..luca at the 

bottom or 11 dwti por' ton. Now •h•ft 1unk to 180 ft 1truck old working• arid: 

min era left it. Company closed the mine. Timber with time it was taten out by. 

wbli. ants belOrt ahaA was oomplet<d (!~ 

Noar British Q\leen tbe~js the Thunder Bolt . Tho neme marked on plans!<' 

TbomP...D.s. 
, . 

Worktd to about 175 ft. Mine went around 10 o• per ton. &er ~p)it and values · 

weal poor.'GOld wowd be iD reef to the .... u. east. R.tef about 1. ft wide. 

AllO in p;,g\am GWJy not . far from theH mines wu Ger,,,_ Charlie-. · 

· workoclic; wat<r. Reef was "going 4 to 6 ~· but'reefwu only about 1' to G' wide. .. 
' . .. . ' 

'Named in Mines Dept. u S~e-are Beet. It is a (I) reef runs viith the.~ 
ol the country. 
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Also not marked in plan. 

No ~· mine or reef right· axer the crown -or Little Possum· Oully mine. 

Worked lo 200 ft, 112 os to Ion, 10 ft wide. went Lo 20 ft wide. Valu .. alipped to 5 

dwt. Shoot or gold very nnt pitch. All lod .. well. awoy from the fault line have 

very flat pit<h 'or gold in these r<crs. Some would on\y gain about 40 It Clepth to 

100 ll 1"np of lode, and oome te.. than this. 

Rosy Gully reet Very good ....,r. roae quarti worked well into wattr. One patch 

600 oz lell by the old' mineno. Nevi Syndicate worked new sbol\ in Rosy G'!Uy. 

Sb-uck iold. Mlnen picked out 17 oi of iold when they knocked down the reef 

and c:rualdng only yi•ldod 17 l/2 en oo s,.,.ncaie Id\ mine. Reef Vtt'J hard, allo 

Oat pil:cb. Same reofln Little.Rosy Gully was alto worked .to wal•r. Best patchJ . . . . . . ' '\ -~ ' ... . . ·. ' . 
200 oz. A1lo flat Shoot. (wo cleaned out Rosy 3 ·yoara oaol. . 
We cl•onod out Roaey lUef : nothins lei\ there. 

Spaniard. r eef. Very black in .a~po_;.,ee • mo~y mangan.Se u d quart.L Went 

5 io. 9 "'! per. ton.' Very flat pitcb.,;Oold bud :gO'rie. poor. ·s~mpled mine mY.olf," · 

Nothift.c in Cace•. Reef onf1 about ts• widei Not worth a damn in my opinion. 

Gold wonld be there in the IOUth. 
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. Victoria roet. Mom.lar Star mi.rkod on map. I know very 1ittle or these but 

could !oak up reporta orMe!nn .. but haven't the timojuat at pruent. 

Ch!villen (?) and Lawwon(7) in Bia Po-... Gwq not marked on map. Went 

5 to 6 02 per ton. Allo Bradleyss 2· to 3 01. Paddy O'llourlte'o l oz, per ton. 

None of lheeo lodes are marked iJi the ~Une• Dept. map. 

l!eporta in Vanderluh Battery reporta orch ... minN. 

North BuUcr'o near Kyneton Rd. wont 14 dwt per ton. Worked jnto water level. 

&,,ppad by Mines O.pt. Shalt too omaU. ' . .. . . . . 
Argyle Reef wori<ed by companj' to ISO~ W"!'t from 80 oz down to 3 oz per 

ton. New llhal\ sunk b1 Redleys 210 a ~ 40 ll c:ut lode. I.ode •ery roctta 

and poor onlyweni 8 to 11 dwts.·O...ai.r by new· company in 1934. Valu~• 8 112 

dwts. reef on~ about 1 ll wide. No gcod at all, but It could bo at depth wh~n 
ground became '°lid. At Ibo bottom of a 40 ti wim.& vat ... bad imprcmd up to 

about 3 oz per ton. 

Now on to Mundy GuUy •bout 5 milM1outh ofHeathcoie. 
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Mundy Gally RHf. Worbd 1800 I\ loqof:m-. 800ftofthis1!..-ls 2 l\to 3 

I\ wide going 2 to 3 01. Tho other (1500) ft would go (18 dwta per ton), 

Mine worked to 2GO ft, Stopcd out. Mine• D<!pt. wanted 4· eompartmont obati. . . . . 
C<>mpany cloeed mine u shoot would be away south. New thaft would lhen have 

to be 1unk. Slldot a flat pitcher. 300 ft in over 1/4 mi1- of clittan<e. 

Now Ibis mine in my opini~." would be a~ or could be alright to worlt. 

There is alsO another lode. south knO'fln as ~agan'1. Was a sev6ra1 oz show. 

Worked to .,:~ter. •'.lblll lodes ;.,c eoutb cif yoUr eirtttmlty.o~y.;;,, pl~n1. . - . . . 
There ""' d0zent or 1oc1 .. worbd not alioWn OD Ibo plant. Moot. or them had 

....ru 1h0oti or &'lid and i:nos.l were not worktd much o•er 4011; in depth. 
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To. conclude thfo write up of th~ Hoathcoto mines. 

'nlere aro 4 lodes ""rkod in Heathcote which in my opinion would be worth 

worlWig as plopo<itions. 

Firstly WUUl\J!l• (.,, I•"'°""'"".,...> 8 ou per ton ovor lenilob of 300 t1; 2 f\ to 3 f\ 

wide, ;.rith pu,,;p~·wbat Ibey are tOday water ~~Id be no problem. Only worked 

lo250f\.(- .......... -~ 

Socond, Mundy Gally must be alright. Only 260 n. deep with shoot or 300 n. 2 f\ . . . ' . 
lo 3 ft wide. Could not fail with the right ccmpany. . . . 
Thi.rd, Bomclancb '. .... nLI feet wide, Ill ".'.per too. Only workod IQ 200. fl. 

Fairly Iona aboot. 

Fonrth, Peters GUily; 21811, 40 t\ ;.Ide, 1. oz per !On. H~ co;.ld it not(?) fair it . . . . ' . ., .. " . . ( 
. •haft Wlll 1u.nk to 300 ft"'. 400 fl'a.iid 1toped Oii~t?.Thit mine' where around ~u . . 

oolid. 

If~ roqulrs farther information j ·would and c0ul~ write up. eboot aoveral other . . . . " ~ .. ' . . \. . \' 

lodes. Alao 1 oould mark reefa not marked on plsps. 

•Hopi,,. tb!a ean help .Yl'll. · . • 

Youn Faithtully, 

R. N . Hir_d, •Bob• .. 
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